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NATIONAL GONSULFATION-ON AIDS MINISTRIES 
TO BE HELD 


AFFIRMATION has been instru- Recognizing that the impact 
mental in the development of of AIDS has been particularly 
plans for a national consul- severe on gay men and their 
tation on AIDS ministries. loved ones and because of the 
Sponsored by the General Board leadership in addressing AIDS 
of Global Ministries and the that has been provided by the 
General Board of Church and lesbian and gay community, the 
Society, the event will be General Board of Global Min- 
held November 12-15, 1987 in istries invited two AFFIRMATION 
Millbrae, California (Bay members to be members of the 
Area). The General Board of planning committee. Co-spokes- 
Discipleship had not decided person Morris Floyd joined 
whether to be a co-sponsor at Lyle Loder, an AFFIRMATION 
this writing. member who has AIDS, in pro- 

The consultation's purpose viding that representation. 
is: "To provide experiences AFFIRMATION member John Hanney, 
that challenge and enable per- who is member of the General 
sons from local churches and Board of Discipleship, repre- 
annual conferences to develop sented that board on the plan- 
plans for visible ministries ning committee. Lyle and John 
in compassionate and hope- are members of the consultation 
filled response to the theo- steering committee. 
logical, spiritual, social Of the four hundred persons 
and medical challenges of attending the consultation, mos 
AIDS." Areas of focus will will have been selected and sen 
include Biblical and theo- by their annual conferences. 
logical reflection, education, Others will be selected by 
ministry with persons who have groups such as the racial/ethni 
AIDS and their loved ones, and minority caucuses, United Meth- 
advocacy. An impressive list odist Congress of the Deaf, 
of speakers and workshops MFSA, and AFFIRMATION. Five 
makes up the program, which participants are to be named by 
also includes an interfaith AFFIRMATION. 
dinner, worship, and an evening ‘ 
in San Francisco. cont next page 


CONSULTATION CON'T 


We have been asked to name 
"persons who are committed to 
developing visible ministries 
in compassionate and hope- 
filled response to the theo- 
logical, spiritual, social, 


and.medical challenges of. AIDS. 


Since these persons must be 
named before the next national 
AFFIRMATION gathering, the 
following process will be used 
to name our representatives. 
Persons who are interested in 
attending should immediately 
write to the Evanston PO Box 
to indicate their interest. 
They will be sent detailed 
information about the consul- 
tation, including the expected 
costs. 

. Based on a review of this 
-information, persons who be- 
lieve they can benefit from 
the consultation, who are com- 
mitted to its purpose, and who 
could attend should then write 
a letter formally requesting 
to be named, indicating the 
nature of their commitment to 


"| 


the purpose of the consultation 


and providing relevant infor- 
mation about their intended 
involvement in AIDS-related 
ministries. These request 
letters must be received in 
Evanston by August 15. The 
coordinating committee will 
rank the requests in priority 
order and will contact persons 
in that order until the five 
spaces have been filled. Per- 


sons selected will be notified 
by Labor Day. The coordinating 


committee will attempt to 
achieve a gender, ethnic and 
geographic balance among its 


representatives and will also 
seek to include persons who 


have been infected by tthe AIDS | 


virus. Questions about the 
process should be directed to 
Morris Floyd at the address 
and phone number listed else- 
where in the newsletter. 
AFFIRMATION members can of 
course also participate in 
the consultation as repre- 
sentatives of annual confer- 
ences. 
will likely pay or share the 
expenses of their representa- 
tives, while AFFIRMATION can- 
not, this may be a preferable 
alternative for many. In any 
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Since annual conferences 


case, AFFIRMATION members will ' 


want to work to help their 
annual conferences select the 
best teams to participate in 
the consultation. 


VIDEO AVAILABLE 


A new video titled "Just 
Because of Who We Are" has 
been produced by the Women 
Make Movies. The video is an 
overlook of anti-lesbian 
harassment and violence. The 
tape deals "from the queer 
bashing to family retempts 
at institutional 'cures,' 
women in this tape recount 
the experiences with warmth 
and unquenchable spirit." 

Rental is available for 
$50.00, or for purchase for 
$125.00 to community groups 
or $250.00 to institutions. 

Write or call Women Make 
Movies, 
New York, New York 


FALL MEETING- 
-ST. LOUIS 


Other than this summer's 
Family Reunion (see story 
elsewhere), the next opportu- 
iuibiesy/ ele) jekeiciealOajokenety Alial fl 
national AFFIRMATION event 
will be the Fall meeting, to 
be held September 18-21 in 
Saint Louis. 

Saint Louis AFFIRMATION 
folk have already been at work 
for several months planning to 
host us in their home town, 
the Gateway to the West. They 
promise warm hospitality (and 
warm weather!), including a 
Saturday evening Missouri 
wine and cheese tasting party. 
We will meet in an historic 
United Methodist church located 
in the heart of the St. Louis 
lesbian and gay community, 
convenient to downtown. 

The program focus for the 
Saint Louis meeting will be 
"Talking About Sex-—-Meaning 
and Healing." Watch for addi- 
tional details in the August 
newsletter. Business agenda 
will include finalizing plans 
for our presence at the General 
Conference, will meet in St. 
Louis in the Spring of 1988. 

Registration information 
and detailed program infor- 
mation will be published in 
August, bute it is) not too Late 
now to begin planning. Each of 
the last serveral national 
meetings has been larger 
than the one before. It will be 
a great opportunity! 


GENERAL CONFERENCE 


STRATEGIES 


The Committee to plan for 
General Conference met during 
the Spring National meeting in 
Nashville. Legislative stra- 
tegies and proposals that the 
group had been developing and 
distributing, simce sthe fall 
meeting were shared. The 
focus of this meeting was on 
the physical arrangements for 
AFFIRMATION'S presence at 
General Conference, plans 
were made for housing and 
securing a space for our 
office. 

The Committee worked on 
plans for a retreat to be held 
on Monday April 25, between 
the 1988 Spring meeting and 
the beginning of General 
Conference. The retreat will: 
be focused on attitudes of 
support and empowerment and 
those folks planning to come 
to General Conference should 
plan on attending the retreat. 


FINANCIAL POLICIES 


One of the key decisions 
made during AFFIRMATION'S 
annual Spring meeting was the 
adoption of a comprehensive 
set of financial policies. 

The new policies were 
adopted to ensure that AFFIR- 
MATION is: 

*financially accountable 
to members and other funding 
sources; 

*in full compliance with 
state and federal statutes as 
-well as reporting guidelines 
of our funding sources; 

*financially accountable 
to our suppliers; 

*able to provide a coher- 
ent, effective and clear 
financial decision-making 
‘process for and among desig- 
nated leadership that ensures 
integrity; 

*providing a readily mon- 
itred and clear way of 
spending money; 

*minimzing required paper- 
work; 

*providing the kind of 
financial procedures and 
records that enable accurate 
financial/planning for the 
future; 

*providing an opportunity 
for a number of persons be- 
yond the chief financial of- 
ficer to be involved in on- 
going financial management. 

The revised procedures 
call a fiscal year of May 1 
through April 30 with the 
budget adopted annually by 
those members attending the 
Spring meeting. 


Budget proposals will be 
developed by the various 
task groups and committees in 
the Fall and submitted to the 
Coordinating Committee by 
February 1. 

The revised budget devel- 
opment process provides for 
increased involvement and 
accountability at all stages. 

Also included in the poli- 
cies is a clear bill process 
that calls for invoices to be 
approved by program managers 
and paid by the treasurer. 

AFFIRMATION will be audited 
annually and will file all 
required corporate forms with 
the various government enti- 
ties. Monthly financial reports 
will be provided_to all progran 
managers. Lf 


In adopting the revised fi- 
nancial policies, AFFIRMATION 
created three financial posi- 
tions. They are: chief finan- 
cial officer, treasurer, and 
financial secretary. These 
three will copose the Finan- 
cial Management Task Force 
which is charged with giving 
leadership to the annual 
budget-setting process, moni- 
toring cash flow, and coordi- 
nating revenue raising activi- 
ties. 

Roger Kruse has been named 
financial manager; Maggie Rowe 
has assumed the duties of 
treasurer; and Mike Underhill 
will fill the responsibilities 
of the financial secretary. 
All three are presently mem- 
bers of the Coordinating Com- 
mittee. 
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FAMILY REUNION 1987 


Family Reunion 1987 is 
fast approaching! July 2-5 
will find many of the AFFIR- 
MATION family gathered at 
Camp Virginia, near San Diego, 
California. It will be a 
largely unstructured "laid 
back" time with new friends 
and old. People may make plans 
for hiking, day trips to the 
beach or desert, or panning 
for gold. There will also be 
plenty of time for relaxing 
around the campfire and the 
swimming pool, or sitting 
under a tree with a good book. 
Those who wish to will have 
an opportunity to study toget- 
her the book ANOTHER MOTHER 
TONGUE:GAY WORDS, GAY WORLDS. 

The event will truly be a 
family occasion, since it will 
include the whole range of 
persons who are part of the 
AFFIRMATION clan. We anticipate 
some children, and those who 
would like to bring their 
children are encouraged to do 
so. 

And the cost is reasonable- 
$48.00 pays for three nights at 
the camp, with meals from 
Thursday supper through Sun- 
day noon. Those wishing to do 
sO May arrive on July 1 for 
an additional $10.00 which 
does not include any meals. 
Children under 12 will enjoy 
the special rate of $30.00 
($5.00 additional Lor July 1) < 
Those who wish to tent camp 
(and who can bring their own 
tents) will pay only $25.00 
for the weekend, including 
meals ($2.50 for July 1; no 


reduction for children). 5 
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Its not too late to get in 
on the Family Reunion--but it 
may be soon because space is 
limited. For more information 
and a registration form, write 
the Evanston PO Box or call 


Mike at or Morris 
at -) Andel, your di: 
be traveling by air, make 
reservations now for the best 
air fare--the closet airport 


is San Diego. 


MONITORING ANNUAL 
CONFERENCES 


We need your help in mon- 
itoring actions of the various 
annual conferences this summer. 

With General Conference just 
around the corner, a number of 
annual conferences will be 
considering petitions and reso- 
lutions which may impact on the 
lives of lesbians and gay men 
in the church. 

AFFIRMATION is attempting to 
track resolutions adopted by 
annual conferences which ad- 
dress homophobia, AIDS, and 
related topics. 

If your annual conference 
considers such legislation, 
please help keep us informed. 
Send a copy of the measures 
to AFFIRMATION at P.O. Box 
1021, Evanston, IL 60204. 


RECONCILING 
CONVOCATION 


The first national con- 
vocation of Reconciling Con- 
aqregations drew over 100 per- 
sons committed to making 
their local churches truly. 
inclusive, particularly in 
their ministries with lesbians 
and gay men. The convocation 
entitled "Empowering Recon- 
ciling Ministries," was held 
March 27-29, 1987 in Chicago. 

The convocation offered 
participants a unique oppor- 
tunity to share stories of 
what was happening in their 
local churches concerning 
ministries with lesbians 
and gay men, to reflect on 
the biblical/theological 
foundations of such recon- 
ciling ministries, and to 
plan for mutual support and 
nuture in this growing move- 
ment within the United Meth- 
odist Church. 

Among the 120 participants 
at the convocation were repre- 
sentatives of all 22 current 
Reconciling Convocations. The 
diversity of the gathered 
community-gay, lesbian, 
straight, and bisexual, from 
different races and cultures- 
was a model of the inclusive 
Body of Christ. 

Encompassing this diver- 
Sity, a unity of concern and 
purpose was evident in the 
times of worship, informal 
conversation, and formal 
discussion and planning 
throughout the weekend. Many 
participants commented that 


a highlight of the weekend 
was the experience of Chris- 
tian community-"the spirit 
of community that happened 


so wonderfully," "the story 
sharing, sharing each others 
pains and joys," "dissolution 


of isolation," "getting 
strength to support and carry 
on." 

Several activities during 
the weekend helped partici- 
pants to learn more about 
lesbian/gay concerns within 
the church and to consider 


‘ new avenues for reconciling 


ministries. 


The convocation also 
devoted time to planning for 
the development fo the Recon- 
ciling Congregation Program. 
Various working groups focused 
on: 1)Promoting the Reconcil- 
ing Congregation Program; 2) 
Developing Reconciling Minis- 
tries in a Local Church; 3) 
Networking among Reconciling 
Congregations; and 4) Impacting 
tge General Church. The par- 
ticipants developed many rec- 
ommendations to be taken back 
to their local churches for 
consideration and implemen- 
tation. . 

con't next page 
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CONVOCATION CON'T 


After many hours of work, 
the convocation closed with 
opportunities for celebrating 
all that had happened in the 
first "almost three years" of 
the Reconciling Congregation 
Program. 

Convocation participants 
dispersed with a renewed sense 
of hope and strength garnered 
from common joys, pain, and 
dreams shared during the week- 
end. Many persons expressed 
forethoughts of a renewed, 
vital movement of God's Spirit 
with the church. As on parti- 
Ccipabt observed: "This con- 
vocation is another water-— 
shed event in the history of 
the United Methodist Church. 
Its impact may not be swiftly 
felt by the denomination, but 
it will be felt. The umc will 
never be the same because of 
the coming together of this 
group." 


UPDATE ON OPEN HA 


NDS 


Open Hands has completed 
its second year of publica- 
tion with the May release of 
the spring issue, “Minorities 
Within a Minority." The issue 
features a revealing inter- 
view with Bayard Rustin, 
well-known civil rights 
leader and long-time former 
aide to Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The issue also in- 
cludes a detailed report on 
the national convocation of 
Reconciling Congregations 
last March. 

BE youl ane noky yet vayisub= 
scriber to Open Hands, you 
can subscribe before August 1 
at the current rate of $10.00 
per year (four issues). On 
August 1, the annual sub- 
scription rate will be in- 
creased to $12.00. To sub- 
scribe, send your check to: 
Open Hands, P.O. Box 23636, 
Washington, DC 20036. 

Themes for upcoming issues 
of Open Hands were planned at 
the spring Affirmation meet- 
ing. They will be: 

Summer 1987- Celebrating 

Lesbian/Gay Culture 

Fall 1987-Sexual Violence 

Winter 1987-Spirituality 

and Sexuality 

Spring 1988-Building 

Reconciling Ministries 
Summer 1988-AIDS Ministries 
Fall 1988-Children and 
Homophobia 

Winter 1989-Sexual Ethics 

If you would be interested 
in) wiresting) tem one) ‘ot theisie 
issues or would recommend some- 
one else to write, send the 
information to Open Hands 
(address above). 


REGIONAL ORGANIZING 


SEATTLE AFFIRMATION 

Besides regular potluck 
and business meetings, the 
Seattle group will partici- 
pate in the third Reconcil- 
iation Service at Wallingford 
UMC, march in the Seattle Gay 
Pride March, join others for 
a Memorial Weekend AIDS Can- 
dlelight Vigil and camp out 
in the North Cascades for the 
Fourth of July. Opportunities 
present themselves to be a 
witness to our chuch: the 
Pacific Northwest Annual Con- 
ference Dinner Tacoma, and 
to be conscious that we are 
but one part of the body of 
Christ: 
the Gay/Lesbian Interfaith 
Breakfast. To join in, con- 
tact: AFFIRMATION at I 


NEBRASKA AFFIRMATION 

As the Nebraska Annual 
Conference asks "And are we 
yet Alive/" the Nebraska 
group of AFFIRMATION can 
resoundingly answer "Yes!" 
God's Spirit quickens the 
group through monthly 
meetings alternating between 
Lincoln and Omaha, through a 
ore-conference planning 
meeting and through plans for 
a fund raiser/educational 
event for the Reconciling 
Congregation Program. Join 


aska Affirmation | 
Lincoln, NE 


OREGON-IDAHO AFFIRMATION 

On March 14th, seventeen 
persons gathered at Salem's 
Jason Lee UMC to strategize 
developing Reconciling Con- 
gregations. One of the con- 
clusions: we can't "wait 
until our congregations are 
ready, we must begin now to 
prepare them." The question 
now: what will you do to 
carry out this initiative of 
the Spirit? Additional group 
events of the Spring and Sum- 
mer: regular meetings of the 
Portland AFFIRMATION Fellow- 
ship and Annual Dinner at 
the meeting of the Oregon- 
Idaho Annual Conference. 
Join the fellowship at 


f= peel Portland, OR 
or call ay. 


MID-ATLANTIC AFFIRMATION 

Gay and Lesbian United 
Methodists, family and friends 
in the Washington D.C. area 
continue spiritual formation, 
outreach and socializing 
through weekly worship at 
Dunbarton UMC, Georgetown, 
and weekly Bible Study cospon- 
sored with Foundry UMC. AFFIR- 
MATION FOLLIES and weekends 
at Rehoboth Beach promise to 
be festive breaks from the 
weekly routine. Contact the 
group at 


Saas D.C. 


or call 


BAY AREA AFFIRMATION 

Bay Area AFFIRMATION 
welcomes and rejoices in two 
new Reconciling Congregations 
in the area, Albany UMC in 
Albany and St. Pauls in Vaca- 
ville. AFFIRMATION will host a 
lunch Sunday June 21 at Annual 
Conference in Sacramento. We 
have a picnic planned for July. 
For_more information call Fritz 
at ae. 


AFFIRMATION METRO ST. LOUIS 
Worship services every 
first and third Sunday evening 
at Shaw Avenue UMC have util- 
ized supportive clergypersons 
from the area. Some clergy 
even contacted the group to 
see if they could take their 
turn! Eight persons attended 
the Regional Organizing event 
in Kansas City. AFFIRMATION, 
Dignity, MCC and Agape com- | 
bined to hold an Easter Sun- . 
rise Service in Lafayeette 
Park. A rummage sale in May 
and summer Recreational and 
spiritual activities are 
coming up. The group has been 
drawing several persons from 
Illinois. The group is begin- 
ning to gear up for the Fall 
Meeting of AFFIRMATION in St. 
Louis Sept. 18-20. The song 
they are singing could be 
"Meet me in St. Louie, a 
Please fill in your name and 
come to St. Louis this fall. 
Contact Steve at 
or Bruce at 
or write 
St. Louis MO 
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AFFIRMATION OKLAHOMA 


AFFIRMATION Oklahoma cele- 
brated its first anniversary 
on April 25th with potluck 
and sharing personal experi- 
ences. Past meeting topics 
included: "Legal matters to 
which Gay Persons and Couples 
Need to Give Special Atten- 
tion," Bible Study, and 
Education in Human Sexuality- 
What the Oklahoma Annual Con- 
ference is Doing? Coming Up: | 
Christ The King MCC-—Presence 
and Role in the Community, 
Annual Conference and Food, 


Fellowship, Fun.. and Games! 
Contact : 
Oklahoma City, OK F 


DALLAS/FORT WORTH AFFIRMATION 
Now meeting monthly at 
Casa. View UMC, the group has 
been blessed by the Spirit of 
Love this Spring. Evidence of 
the Spirit: the renovation of 
four rooms at "A Place For Us" 
the PWA Coalition residential 
facility, dining, worshiping 
and growing with Charlotte 
Taft, Dr. Bob Lively, Rev. 
John Gondol, joining other 
lesbian/gay religious groups 
for dinner and sharing, sere- 
nading our folks at Blanton 
Gardens and Dallas Indian UMC, 
saying goodbye to those we 
love; sharing communion and 
weekly Bible Study. Join us 
at AFFIRMATION 
Dallas, 


Or 


or 
con't next page 
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REGIONAL ORGANIZING CON'T 


AFFIRMATION CHICAGO 

A lot has happened since 
our last get together when 
we saw the play "the Normal 
Heart" at the Next Theatre 
Co. in Evanston. The last 
weekend of March we hosted 
the National Reconciling 
Congregation workshop at 
Rogers Park Church, and 
during the weekend of April 
24th the group was well 
represented in Nashville. 
The people who are in 
AFFIRMATION include Lesbians, 
gay men, parents, friends, 
laypersons, clergy, seminar- 
ians and even some folks who 
aren't labeled! Come join the 
experience and share in this 
supportive group of persons 
who care about the partici- 
pation of gay men and lesbians 
in the community of the church 
and what that participation 
can mean to everyone-even the 
church! Participate: P.O. Box 


1021, Evanston, IL 60204 or 
call Annette David 
at or Michael at 


Or 


MINNESOTA AFFIRMATION 

A very special event for 
Wesley UMC was the showing of 
the Reconciling Congregation 
Convocation video on May 18th. 
Memorial Day saw Wesley UMC 
hosting the AIDS Prayer Vigil. 
AFFIRMATION serves coffee at 
Wesley UMC and has partici- 
pated in the Church Venison 
Dinner. Brunch and the theatre 
provided spring social oppor- 
tunities. Call Mike 

Tim 

or Wesley UMC 


AFFIRMATION INDIANAPOLIS 

At its March meeting 
AFFIRMATION Indianapolis con- 
Sidered the following points: 
Get involved with North UMC 
(substitute your church), 
develop ways to make contact 
with other gay Christians who 
need our support or who want 
a way to engage in discussion, 
study, and opportunities to 
dialogue with the church? Our 
own study and preparation to 
become knowledgeable resource 
people when the opportunity 
presents itself or we decide 
to make the opportunity for 


dialogue with the church and 
homosexuality, Creating fun 


times together for socializing 
and getting to know each other 
better. Contact Marcia Knight 

Indianapolis, 
IN 


MADISON AFFIRMATION 

Regular group meetings on 
the first and third Sundays 
for a brief devotional, sup- 
port and community building, 
and AFFIRMATION Prayer and 
Bible Study on the 2nd, 4th 
and 5th Sundays provide out- 
reach, ministry and growth 
opportunities for the Madison 
group. Special Summer events 
include a cookout on June 7th 
and celebrating Integrity/ 
Dignity of Madison's 10th 
Anniversary. Join in at Uni- 
versity UMC, 1127 University 

M 


Avenue adison WI 53715 or 
call a . 


NASHVILLE AFFIRMATION 

On April 24-26, the Nash- 
ville Chapter of AFFIRMATION 
hosted the National Meeting. 
Group singing, moving devo- 
tions, and the sharing of 
creative talents and stories 
made the meeing a meaningful 
event for many. On June 12-14, 
the Nashville Chapter will 
hold its semi-annual retreat, 
focusing on the book In Another 
Mother Tongue, and also on Gay 
and Lesbian spirituality. The 
chapter will also discuss the 
need for officers to give 
more guidance and structure 
to the group. Other plans for 
the summer include partici- 
pation in Nashville Gay and 
Lesbian Pride Week scheduled 
for the end of June and reg- 
ular monthly meetings at the 
homes of various members. Con- 
tact the chapter at _ = 
BM Nashville, T™ , 
WESTERN NEW YORK AFFIRMATION 

Despite an unexpected snow 
March 3lst, Western New York 
Affirmation is yet alive and 
has been invited to use the 
Ontario Street UMC: for meetin 
space. Movie night and Coffee 
House, featuring the movie 
Michael, A Gay Son, is co- 
svonsored with the Hamburg 
UMC Gay/Lesbian Support 
Group on June 27th at Ham- 
burg UMC. Other summer events 
include Gay Pride Ecumenical 
Service on the 14th_and plans 
for a picnic. Call 

or 


or 
Hamburg NY 


W 


write 


F REGIONAL INFO NEEDED 


YELLOWSTONE AFFIRMATION 

The Yellowstong AFFIR- 
MATION conducted discussion 
sessions on Homosexuality and 
the Christian Faith and a 
session on AIDs at the Yellow- 
stone Conference Sr. High 
School Youth retreat on 
Social Concerns. We will be 
conducting a workshop on 
Homosexuality and the Christian 
Faith for the Bozeman UMC May 1 
and 2. This workshop is the 


“start of the process of ex- 


ploring the possibility of 
becoming a Reconciling Con- 
gregation. We have been in- 
formed that St Pauls UMC will 
vote this month on that same 
issue. Contact.the group at’ 
Bozeman, 


MT 
or 


or call Ron 


If you have not heard any- 
thing lately about your AFFIR- 
MATION Group, it is probally 
because I haven't received any 
information from your group. 
If your group could submit a 
blurb or send your group's 
newsletter, I'll see that its 
included in the next issue. 


Yours in Hope, Joy and Peace. 
Tim Tyner 
Dallas, TX . 


DON'T BE 
LEFT OUT 


Unless you have renewed 
your AFFIRMATION membership 
this will be your last issue 
of the newsletter. 

As we have announce in the 
two previous editions, AFFIR- 
MATION launced a new member- 
ship concept beginning in 
January. 

Membership in AFFIRMATION 
is determined through one or 
two of the four following 
ways: 

1. Payment of dues on an an- 
nual basis with regualar dues 
set at $20.00 and those on 
fixed incomes and students 
set at $10.00; 

2. Attendance at one of the 
two annual national meetings 
and paying the announced 
registration fees; 

3. Active involvement in 
AFFIRMATION activities at the 
local, conference, or national 
level; or 

4. The declaration of your 
intentionality to be a member 
of AFFIRMATION by stating so 
in writing. 

A direct mailing to all 
those on the AFFIRMATION 
mailing list has recently 
been completed to announce 
this change. 

All you need to do to 
remain on the mailing list 
and a member of AFFIRMATION 
is to complete the form and 
return it, along with your 
check, to the post office box. 

If you have misplaced your 
Mailing or, for some reason, 
diid not receive on, simply 
drop us a note or use the form 


in this issue of the news- 
letter along with your check 
indicating your wish to be a 
member of AFFIRMATION. 
Mail it: 
AFFIRMATION 
PRO Box. aLO2 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Don't be left out! Keep 
your contact with AFFIRMATION. 
Complete your membership form 
today! 
wl Fa 
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FOR GAY COUPLES 


The Presbyterian Church/USA, 
the national body of the Pres- 
byterian Church, has made an 
statement against the Supreme 
Court's ruling on the Georgia 
anti-sodomy law. The General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church's statment, dated late 
1986, asks for the "elimination 
of laws governing the private 
sexual behavior of consenting 
adults... Because we do not 
understand the full mystery 
of human sexuality, and be- 
cause we are unwilling to 
condemn that which we do not 
understand, we believe as a 
matter of ethics that charac- 
terizing consensual sodomy as 
immoral is unwise." The 
statement continues, "(The 
assumption that) sodomy as 
defined by the State statute 
is intrinsically wrong or 
dangerous or evil... is no 
longer valid an light of Gon= 
temporary experience." 


David Gunnell 


“WE'VE A STORY 
TO TELL" 


Friends of the Reconciling 
Congregation Program and 
AFFIRMATION will be gathering 
in at least 13 cities in May 
and June to view a 50-minute 
wideotape from the RCP con- 
vocation last March. The 
videotape is roughly edited 
from over 8 hours of film 
taken during the convocation 
and in interviews with some 
of the delegations and indi- 
viduals present. 

These showings are oppor- 
tunities for reporting on the 
RCP and for seeking contri- 
butions to produce a more 
polished video along with 
other promotional efforts of 
the program. Showings were 
held the week of May 17th 
in Seattle, Denver, Minne- 
apolis, Washington DC, Los 
Angeles, New York and At- 
lanta. 100 people present 
contributed $3000.00 during 
this initial week. Later 
showings are planned in 
Chicago, Nashville, St. 
Louis, San Francisco, East 
Bay, Lincoln, and Fairbanks 
(yes, Alaska!). 

If you would like to 
arrange a showing in your 
city or want to make a con- 
tribution toward these ef- 
forts, write RCP, P.O. Box 
24213, Nashville, TN 37202. 


ES 


COMMENT ON CHICAGO 


EVENT 


I found the recent Recon- 
ciling Congregation convoca-— 
tion in Chicago to be one of 
the most moving events I have 
ever been part of--not just 
in AFFIRMATION, but ever. 
Never before have I felt such 
warmth, love, and Christian 
commitment coming from such a 
beautifully diverse group of 
people. It was wonderful not 
feeling a need, as a gay man, 
to tell straight people what 
they ought to be doing and 
thinking about lesbian/gay 
concerns. Instead, we were 
lesbian/gay and straight, 
women and men, etc., all able 
to sit, work, and relax to-, 
gether--growing and learning 
from each other's experiences. 

The weekend reminded me how 
important it is to my own 
search for wholeness to be 
part of a broad, inclusive (in 
all senses of the word) com- 
munity of faith--just as each 
regular AFFIRMATION get-to- 
gether reminds me how impor- 
tant it is to my self-affir- 
mation to spend time in the 
company of my special family 
of lesbians, gay men, and 
others who feel a special 
identity with our concerns. 


—Brad Rymph 


PAPAL U.S. TOUR 


John Paul II, patriarch of 
the Roman Catholic Church, is 
planning to visit the U.S. in 
September. The Pope's visit 
is being met with mixed re- 
actions by the gay and lesbian 
community. Last October, the 
Popes) fetter), Doctrine of 
Faith, condemn same sex love. 
The Letter also condones phys- 
ical and verbal abuse of les- 
bians and gays for abuse for 
demanding an end to persecu- 
tion. 

The Papal visit was to end 
in San Francisco, the city 
universally recognized as the 
capital of the gay and lesbian 
community. An additional stop 
after San Francisco has been 
made to visit Detroit. 

The Pope's visit in Cali- 
fornia is expected to receive 
Many protesters. Some of San 
Francisco City Supervisor's 
have expressed negative 
thoughts about the Papal tour. 
The change in the tour plan to 
Detroit is believed to provide 
an upbeat ending to the Pope's 
visit since much of the trip 
will be marked with protests 
from Cuban Nationals concerned 
by the recent diplomatic nego- 
tiations with the Castro 
regime, by women, religious 
groups, and by lesbians and 
gays. 

Detroit was selected because 
of its predominant Polish pop- 
ulation and the conservative 
nature of the Catholic Church 
in Michigan. 
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Dignity, a group of lesbian 
and gay Catholics, has made no 
statment on the Pope's visit 
to the U.S. One person from 
Dignity's national office in 
Washington, D.C., said off the 
record, that the Pope can 
visit any country that will 
allow him in, and that there 
is a lot of pain caused by 
the Pope's letter. 

Jim Bussen, Dignity's 
national president, said, 
"Each Dignity chapter's voice 
will be heard by our Church. 
At every stop, we will have 
a publication or march visible 
to the Pope. The tone will be 
different by city to city." 

Detroit's Dignity admin- 
istration, according to 
sources, does not want to 
provide housing for marchers. 

"Our tone," Bussen said, 
"is not an anti-Church, nor 
anti-Pope, nor anti-Catholic. 
All we want to express is a 
people crying in the wilder- 
ness." 

The Papal U.S. intinerary 
is Sept. 10-11 in Miami with 
a side trip on the 11th to 
South Carolina; Sept. 12 in 
New Orleans; Sept 13 in San 
Antonio; Sept. 14 in Phoenix; 
Sept. 15-16 in Los Angeles 
with a stop in Monterey on 
the 16th; Sept. 17-18 in San 
Francisco; Sept. 19 in Detroit, 
and a possible stop in Canada. 

——David Gunnell 


NEW BROCHURE, 
LOGO AVAILABLE 


A new brochure explaining 
AFFIRMATION, its-work, and its 
goals is now available. The 
brochure includes text des- 
cribing AFFIRMATION as "a 
gathering community," "an 
inclusive network." The 
brochure also contains infor- 
mation about how to join 
AFFIRMATION and includes a 
cut-off panel for requesting 
more information about AFFIR- 
MATION. An insert listing 
local and regional groups and 
Reconciling Congregations is 
included with the brochure. 

The brochure.will primarily 
be used for providing infor- 
mation about national AFFIR- 
MATION to persons who request 
it, but local and regional 
AFFIRMATION groups can also 
purchase copies of the bro- 
chure for their use. Suffic- 
ient room exists on the back 
panel for stamping a local: 
address and phone number. 
Write to AFFIRMATION, P.O. 
Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204, 
and enclose $0.15 per brochure. 
Please allow at least four 
weeks for delivery. 

Also available to local 
and regional AFFIRMATION 
groups (at no charge) are 
camera-ready copies of the 
AFFIRMATION logo for use in 
stationary, advertising, etc. 
The logo has been slightly 
revised for the new brochure. 
Order through the same ad- 
dress. 


ACLU ENDORCES GAY 


AND LESBIAN MARRIAGE 


The National Board of 
Directors of the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
voted last October to adopt © 
a forma policy statement 
endorsing both gay and lesbian 
marriage and a range of eco- 
nomic benefits for gay and 
lesbian life partners. The 
statement describes recog- 
nition of marriage and eco- 
nomic benefits as “imperative 
for the complete legal equa- 
lity of lesbians and gay men." 
The benefits covered by the 
statement include employee 
fringe benefits, insurance , 
benefits, income tax benefits, 
and visitation rights as next 
of kin. : os 

For more information, con- 
tact Nan D. Hunter, Director, 
ACLU Lesbian and Gay Rights 
Project, 212/944-9800. 


NEXT NEWSLETTER 


Articles for the next 
Newsletter must be sent to 
me by August 1. Please mark 
this date on your calender. 
Send all items for the News- 


letter to Fritz Schultz at 
S.F. CA 


NEW COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 


Annette Oliver from Chicago 
and Tim Tyner from Dallas were 
affirmed as new members of the 
AFFIRMATION Coordination Com- 
mittee at the Spring meeting 
in Nashville. They are filling 
the two vacancies in the Com- 
mittee and will serve until 
Spring 1988. 

Annette has been active in 
her local AFFIRMATION group 
for the past 6 years and was 
one of the persons who helped 
coordinate the local logistics 
of the Chicago Reconciling 
Congregation Convocation. 

Tim is also very active in 
the Dallas AFFIRMATION group 
and greatly assisted the 
organizing of the AFFIRMATION 
group in Oklahoma City. He is 
also responsible for collecting 
information about the different 
AFFIRMATION groups and writes 
the Regional Organizing section 
of this newsletter. 


RECONCILED IN CHRIST 


Twenty-five Lutheran con- 
gregations now make up the 
Reconciled in Christ roster, 

a network of Lutheran churches 
that welcome gay and lesbian 
people into full participation 
in the life of the church on 
the same affirmation of faith 
that all other members make. 
These congregations are scat-— 
tered throughout the nation, 
from California and Washington 
to Wisconsin and Illinois, and 
east to Maryland and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 


——from Lutherans Concerned 


16 


oe 


FREE RESOURCES 


PARTNERS newsletter offers 
a free annotated list of "Re- 
sources for Gay and Lesbian 
Couples." The list contains 
information on social, poli- 
tical and support groups 
around the country who serve 
gay and lesbian couples. Books 
and audio-visual materials are 
also listed. 

To receive a copy, send a 
self-addressed, stamped busi- 


ness envelope to: PARTNERS 
MEN so2ee, vs i. 

PARTNERS: the Newsletter 
for Lesbian and Gay couples, 
1S a eight-page monthly con- 
taining features, interviews, 
news, media reviews, and 
articles by readers and pro- 
fessionals. According to pub- 
lishers Stevie Bryant and 
Demian, "PARTNERS provides 
practical information and 
ideas couples can use to de- 
velop satisfying and sucessful 
relationships." PARTNERS is | 
available by subscription only 
$36.00 per year. 


MEMBERSHIP FORM 


C1 (We) want to be part of the Affirmation family. 


© Enclosed are my membership dues for 1987. 
$20.00 Regular Membership 
$10.00 Student/Fixed Income 
$30.00 Institutional Subscription Rate 


© | will attend the 1987 Spring meeting in Nashville. My registration fee 
is enclosed. 
$10.00 Student/Fixed Income/Subsistence Income 
$30.00 Up to $15,000 Annual Income 
$45.00 $15.000 to $30,000 Annual Income 
$60.00 $30,000 to $50.000 Annual Income 
$75.00 $50,000 and Up Annual Income 


| am actively involved in Affirmation activities at the local. conference, or 
national level. 


CJ 


O 


| want to be a member of Affirmation but, at this time, | cannot make a 
financial commitment. 


OC | also want to subscribe to (or renew my subscription for) Open 
Hands, Affirmation’s quarterly journal for Reconciling 
Congregations. Enclosed is my $10.00 annual subscription fee. 


1 Please send me more information about: 


Reconciling Congregations Program 

Regional Organizing 

Preparations for General Conference 1988 
Affirmation Activities in my Annual Conference 
Other 


Ooooodo 


Name 
Mailing Address 


ity Mie ee le Slate Soe ee Zip 
HomelRhonel( ) eee Work Phone (_) 
Annual Conference 


Return to: Affirmation 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, Illinois 60204 


COORDINATING AFFIRMATION 
COMMITTEE SPOKESPERSONS 


Judy Cayot Morris Floyd 
Albany, CA Ei ERE MN oe 
Mary Gaddis 


niollyy (Caltyy,., GA 


Mary Gaddis 
Holy City, CA iii’ 


Roger Kruse 
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MOVING? 
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BE SURE TO TAKE US WITH YOU!!!!!! 
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Tim Tyner 


ee TX 
Mike Underhill Mail to: Affirmation 
P.0.Box 1021 


Chicago, IL Evanston, !L 60204 


BETHANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


1268 SANCHEZ STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94114 
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